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MICHELLE HUGHES — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Member for Morley 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.55 pm]: I rise today to pay tribute to a woman in 
my local community who can best be described as a local hero. Michelle Hughes has been a longstanding advocate 
for our community and our kids through her involvement in local school parents and citizens associations. For 
well over a decade, Michelle has been a well-respected and active member of Weld Square Primary School Parents 
and Citizens Association and an exemplary president. Under Michelle’s leadership, the P&C fundraised for and 
supported social activities and improvements around the school such as upgraded playgrounds, school buildings 
and grounds improvements, including weekend busy bees. The P&C also supported curriculum initiatives such as 
specialised literacy and numeracy resources, Edu-Dance and the River Rangers cadet program. For several years, 
she represented parents on the school council and was unanimously elected chair. Under her leadership many 
parents became actively engaged and confident in school activities. When her daughter left Weld Square, she 
shifted her attention to Hampton Senior High School where she served as vice president for three years and chair 
of the school board for two years. She did not abandon Weld, she continued volunteering in classes several 
mornings a week and coordinating Edu-Dance. Michelle arrives early for every assembly and organises tea and 
coffee for all the parents, and she is always involved in some way or another, selling raffle tickets, fundraising, 
manning the Bunnings sausage sizzle or organising interschool carnivals. Weld recently decided to name its new 
nature playground after Michelle Hughes in honour of her outstanding commitment to the school. 
Michelle does all of this while living with multiple sclerosis and although this has certainly thrown up challenges, 
she has never wavered in her commitments. When Michelle was unable to keep her driver’s licence, with the 
financial assistance of friends, family, myself and the member for Bassendean, she was able to attach an electric 
motor to her tricycle and continue with her commitments. In the words of Glen Cookson, principal of Weld Square, 
Michelle Hughes is “simply the best”; an inspirational community leader who has made a huge and positive 
difference to her local community. 
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